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Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Ethics Commission: 
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ORDINANCE 2014-233-E
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 602, ORDINANCE CODE (JACKSONVILLE ETHICS CODE) PART 7 (GIFTS AND HONORARIA), SECTION 602.701(C) (PROHIBITED RECEIPT OF GIFTS) TO require that gifts be posted to the registry and the city or independent agency internet site within 90 days of receipt; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Charter, in Section 1.202 (d), authorizes the Jacksonville Ethics Commission to recommend changes in legislation to City Council in the areas of ethics laws and administration, conflicts of interests, hotline policies, ethics education, ethics in procurement, campaign ethics and lobbying; and

WHEREAS, Section 3.106, Ordinance Code, allows that legislation by an appointed board or commission may be introduced by the Council President at the request of the proposer, if accompanied by an extract of the minutes of the governing body; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Ethics Commission, during its duly noticed, March 3, 2014 public meeting, voted to recommend legislation to the City Council to require that the identity of all gifts received be posted on a City or independent agency internet site within 90 days of receipt of the gift. (An excerpt of the March 3, 2014 meeting minutes are attached as Exhibit 1); now therefore



BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Amending Chapter 602 (Jacksonville Ethics Code), Ordinance Code.  Chapter 602 (Jacksonville Ethics Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:




CHAPTER 602. JACKSONVILLE ETHICS CODE
* * *

PART 7. GIFTS AND HONORARIA
Sec. 602.701. Prohibited receipt of gifts. 
(a)
No officer or employee of the City or of an independent agency, or any other person on his or her behalf, shall knowingly accept, directly or indirectly, any one gift with a value greater than $100 or an accumulation of gifts in any one calendar year that exceeds $250 from any person or business entity that the recipient knows is: 

(1)
A lobbyist who lobbies the recipient's agency or executive department;

(2)
Any principal or employer of a lobbyist who lobbies the recipient's agency or executive department; 

(3)
A person or business entity which is doing business with, or has made written application within the previous six months, to do business with an agency of which he or she is an officer or employee; 

(4)
A person or business entity which is subject to the permit approval of an agency of which he or she is an officer or employee. 

For purposes of the $250 annual accumulation of gifts, gifts of food and beverage not exceeding $25 on any given day shall not be included. 

(b)
No officer or employee of the City or of an independent agency, or any other person on his or her behalf, shall knowingly accept, directly or indirectly, any one gift with a value greater than $100, or an accumulation of gifts in any one calendar year that exceeds $250 dollars, from any person or business entity, when the gift is given as a result of the officer or employee's official position, or as a result of the business relationship developed as a result of the officer or employee's position or employment. For purposes of the $250 annual accumulation of gifts, gifts of food and beverage not exceeding $25 on any given day shall not be included. 

(c)
The Mayor and the Council Secretary shall identify a mayoral and a council representative who will be officers or employees responsible for the receipt of and distribution of business-related gifts to the City through its executive and legislative branches. The chief executive officer of an independent agency shall identify a designee or designees who will be officers or employees responsible for the receipt of and distribution of business-related gifts to the independent agency. Registries shall be established wherein gifts will be identified by date, donor, type, purpose, and City or independent agency officer or employee carrying out the purpose; and shall be posted on a City or independent agency internet site within 90 days of receipt of the gift. (Examples of gifts covered by this subsection include, but are not limited to, tickets or travel to events where City or independent agency official or employee presence is requested, or travel and per diem to inspect products and equipment, or gifts of personal property to the City or independent agency.) 

(d)
It shall be unlawful and a class A offense for any officer or employee of the City or an independent agency, or any person on his or her behalf, to violate subsections (a) and (b) of this Section. 

* * *
Section 2. 
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

__/s/ Cherry A. Shaw
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by Cherry A. Shaw
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March 7, 2014

The Honorable William I. Gulliford, Jr.
President

Jacksonville City Council

117 West Duval St., Suite 425
Jacksonville, FLL 32202

RE: Request of Ethics Commission to Introduce Legislation
(Posting Receipt of “Gifts to City” Within 90 days)

Dear President Gulliford:

In accordance with the City Charter, Section 1.202(d), and Section 3.106, Ordinance Code,
please approve the attached proposed legislation from the Jacksonville Ethics Commission
(“Commission™) for introduction to the City Council. We hereby certify that the following
excerpts of the Commission’s meetings summarize the discussion, actions, and decision taken.

The purpose of this legislation is to correct an omission in the current law in that “gifts to the
city” have to be declared, but there is no time limit in which to do so.

Excerpt from Commission Legislative Subcommittee meeting minutes, January 30, 2014:

“Ms. Miller identified that Chapter 602, Part 7, Section 602.701(c) does not declare a time period
for declaring ‘gifts to the City’ and this time period should be consistent with the State Ethics
Commission time period.”

Excerpt from Commission meeting minutes, March 3, 2014:

“Proposed legislation was discussed that would provide a 90-day time limit for city employees to
disclose receipt of “gifts to the City’ (Attachment 2). ...Motion passed for inserting this language
into the Ethics Code and to send to the City Council President for introduction as a bill.”

Sincerely, -
) Conirdelllo
~ALLAN D. CHI']:%EE,S‘V CARLA MILLER
" Ethics Coordinator Executive Director, Ethics Commission/
Office of Ethics, Compliance & Oversight Director, Office of Ethics, Compliance
117 W. Duval Street, Suite 225 & Oversight
Jacksonville, FL. 32202 117 W. Duval Street, Suite 450
(904) 630-4747 Jacksonville, FL. 32202

(904) 630-1476
cc: Cheryl Brown, Council Secretary
Dana Farris, Chief, Legislative Services " Exhibit 1
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